I created this document to help organize supporting materials while navigating the challenges of kinship care for my grandchild. It was a valuable tool in court, where presenting clear and well-structured facts was crucial to the legal process. These suggestions are based on what worked well in my case, but you can adapt them to fit your needs. While hiring an attorney is the best option, it is not always feasible. In such cases, having a detailed timeline of facts can be extremely helpful when providing an overview or recalling information under stress.

PETITION SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
Petitioner Information:
· Name:
· Address:
· Phone Number:
· Relationship to Child:
Child Information:
· Name:
· Date of Birth:
· Current Address:
· School/Daycare:
Parent 1 Information
· Name:
· Address:
· Phone Number:
· Legal status (primary custody, physical custody, unknown)

Parent 2 Information
· Name:
· Address:
· Phone Number:
· Legal status (primary custody, physical custody, unknown) 

Parental Living Arrangements and Contact with Child: (Provide details regarding the biological parents' living conditions, including stability, cleanliness, presence of other individuals, and any safety concerns. Document the frequency and nature of their contact with the child, including visits, phone calls, and any lack of involvement.)

Parental Involvement Record:
Date (parent present) (length of visit) (location) (notes)

Notes example: Did parent come prepared by providing meal, snack, activity, did parent interact with the child, was parent under the influence, was parent combative, appropriate visit focusing on child. Keep the notes to fact statements as much as possible. Parent was late, parent was under influence of “x”or parent was combative so I stopped visit etc.

Financial Support Contributions Received:
Date, contribution type (cash, check, clothing etc.), amount, notes as well as who is claiming child on taxes (should be the person providing for the child)
Financial Support Provided by [grandparent names]
List the items you are paying for. School fees, school supplies, diapers, formula, clothing, medication, food, housing etc.
Medical Records & Health Concerns:
These can be difficult to get but if grandparents are doing checkups, routine medical care, urgent care visits etc. document here.
Date, who attended appointment, reason for visit, diagnosis, notes
Substance Abuse Documentation:
Parent is an active user of [drug name] and has been a user since (estimate as best you can). 
Neglect/Endangerment Incidents:
Date, Incident description, witnesses (if any) with notes
Police and Child Protective Services Reports:
Date, report type, case number if applicable, notes. Many arrest records can be viewed online or through jail information.
Educational Records and School Involvement:
Date, school concerns/involvement
Witness Statements:
This is anybody who has witnessed the parents drug use, mental health struggles, knows the childs situation etc. If possible, attach support letters
Additional Supporting Evidence: (Attach relevant documents, such as police reports, medical records, text messages, photographs, etc.)
Statement of Concern: (Provide a detailed statement explaining why emergency custody is necessary, including concerns for the child’s well-being and any immediate risks.)


